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Everyone’s welcome here 

Happy Holidays to you all, in German, Greek and Hebrew; three more of the different languages spoken by 

families at our school: 

 
Frohe Festtage! 

καλές διακοπές 
(kalés diakopés) 

 

ֵמחַ    ַחג שָׂ
(Chag Sameach) 

 

 

Learner Values spotlight on… Creativity 

In this issue, we focus on our Learner Value of Creativity.  I took a walk today to capture a glimpse of the 

different forms that creativity can take within our school.  

 

Even though we’ve sadly not been able to have parents in school, we’ve been making an effort to give the 

children a chance to exhibit their creativity to each other.  Here’s our festive display in the hall; can you 

work out the theme? 

 

 

 

 

mailto:office@recreationroad.norfolk.sch.uk
http://www.recreationroad.com/
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Sometimes, creativity is used to express an important message 

in an attractive, memorable and thought-provoking way.  Here 

are some of Wren class’ posters, designed to promote the work 

of the World Land Trust, Year 2’s chosen Charity of the Year. 

  

At other times, 

creativity can be used 

to create personalised 

designs using existing 

imagery.  Ralph and 

Zoe were doing this 

today alongside their 

classmates as they 

created their own 

bookmarks. 

 

In the next issue, we’ll focus on our Learner Value of Resilience.   

If your child has displayed some remarkable resilience and you have a photo of them that you’re happy for 

us to publish, please do get in touch. 

 

‘50 things to do before you leave Rec Road’ update 

No. 7 Meet and talk to someone from the emergency services.  Thank you to the kind parent who has 

volunteered to come into school and talk to our Reception children about her work as a medical doctor.  We 

look forward to welcoming you later in the school year      . 

No. 11 Have a ‘glow in the dark’ experience.  The Reception team are busy sourcing the materials for a ‘glow 

in the dark day’.  I’m looking forward to seeing just how memorable and magical this will be for the children. 

No. 14 Learn how to cross the road safely.  We have booked a Road Safety Roadshow to visit us in March.  

Year 1 and 2 pupils will be taking part to learn all about road safety in an entertaining way. 

No. 31 Handle an object more than 100 years old.  We’re building up a growing bank of vintage objects for 

the children to handle, creating a hands-on connection with the past.  So far, Year 2s in different classes have 

handled Victorian ice skates, an Edwardian copper dolly for doing washing and a glass baby bottle.   

No. 29 Be an ‘Expert of the Week’. Year 2 children have continued their ‘Expert of the Week’ presentations  

to classmates.  Among the many memorable presentations this term, Mohammad has taught his class about 

chess, Alfie about dinosaurs and Isabel about her hamster. 

No. 43 Meet an author.  All classes had a virtual assembly with the author and illustrator Nick Sharratt this 

half term.  A number of children have been inspired by his work and he’s now a real life hero for some. 

No. 48 Watch a theatre show or pantomime. Yesterday, the whole school paused after their Christmas 

lunches to watch the virtual pantomime, ‘Jack in the Beanstalk’. From my office, I could hear them joining in 

with the time-honoured panto chants! 

 

Our full ’50 things’ list can be found on our website here 

 

 

http://www.recreationroad.com/our-learning/rec-road-50-things/
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Special thanks to… 

Sarah Youatt – Mrs Youatt is retiring from her role as a classroom teacher after 

serving this community for more than 30 years.  This year, Sarah has taught the 

child of a parent she educated in the early stages of her career – a testimony to the 

multi-generational legacy she leaves.  We wish her a happy and relaxing retirement 

and thank her for her exceptional service. 

Amy Wright – Mrs Wright is stepping back from her role as a Cover Supervisor to 

work in Care.  Amy started with us as a Midday Supervisory Assistant several years ago and it’s been 

so rewarding to see her continually grow in skill and confidence.  We wish her the very best for her 

future. 

• All staff, children and families – This has been an incredibly challenging term for everyone; by pulling 

together and supporting each other, we’ve made it through.  Phew! 
 

Fundraising 

Thanks to everyone who took part in our festive fundraising activities – either by buying items or 

donating to our class hampers. 

Thanks as always to the PTA volunteers for their continued efforts to support our school. 

You can support school fundraising by: 

• buying from the PTA’s ‘New to You’ Facebook shop (see their Facebook Page).   

• adding us as your chosen charity on Amazon Smile and using the smile weblink to make your 

purchases.  To find out more, please visit https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ and search for ‘Recreation 

Road Parent Teacher Association’. 

• becoming a PTA helper or supporter, please contact them using their email address: 

recroadpta@gmail.com 
 

Staff training and development update 

As part of this year’s training programme, classroom staff have formed 

Professional Learning Communities and are carrying out pieces of action 

research to help improve their practice. 

 

For example, Mrs Sallis is exploring the impact of ‘Social Stories’ on 

children’s behaviour, and Mrs Cushion is researching and experimenting with innovations to improve 

children’s pencil control and handwriting.  Our next staff Professional Learning Community session is at the 

end of January and I’m intrigued to find out what the team has learnt so far. 

 

Key Dates 

The children’s first day back after Christmas is Thursday 6th January.  

 

All key dates can always be found on our school website, www.recreationroad.com.  

Look out for the google calendar feed on the right of the home page.  If you click on the 

‘+ Google Calendar’ button you can subscribe to our calendar, so you’re always looking 

at the most up-to-date version. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/RecRoadPTA
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
mailto:recroadpta@gmail.com
http://www.recreationroad.com/
https://www.picpedia.org/chalkboard/s/staff-training.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://www.thebluediamondgallery.com/wooden-tile/t/thank-you.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Final thoughts 

Self-care – We’re entering another challenging phase of the Covid pandemic and, as carers of little people, 

we’re all anxious to keep them emotionally and physically safe during this difficult time.  Sometimes, this 

feels like an impossible task, especially when we’re feeling stressed and anxious ourselves.  If you’re finding 

things tough over Christmas, there are some resources on our website which may be of help.  Please take 

care of yourselves.   

 

With warmest wishes,  

Michael Bunting (Head Teacher). 

 

 

 

 

http://www.recreationroad.com/welcome/self-care-advice/

