
 

  

Year 2 (Autumn 1: 2022) Caring:  

  Key Inquiry Question: How do humans have a positive and negative 

impact of the world and its impact on habitats? 

Coherence: What theme have we chosen to bring the 

curriculum and ‘Learner Values’ together? 

• Rainforests (covering science and geography), caring for our planet and everything 

on it.  

Things that make this theme interesting to our children: 

• Learning about the rainforest as a habitat comparing it to a local habitat in our 

local area. Looking at the animal’s well-being and how we can help to care and 

protect them. 

• Using Art/DT to be creative and to create a diorama of a habitat using some 

natural objects.  

Credibility: What will we learn? 

We will know: (factual knowledge): 

• The different layers of a rainforest 

• Habitats – local and other habitats 

• Have a strong understanding on the 7 continents, 5 oceans and be able to identify 

the equator and the main rainforests along it.  

• The positive and negative impact humans have had on the planet.  

That the Rainforest’s of the world are unique and biodiverse places.  

That all plants and animals are inter-dependent – including humans.  

That humans can have a lasting impact on places and the things that live there.  

That people can have very different points of view on a subject.  

That opinions, views, rights change over time. 

We will know how to (procedural knowledge): 

• Different habitats, local habitats, identify 7 continents, 5 oceans, the equator, 

identify rainforests. Create a diorama of the layers of the rainforests 

• Debate as to who should get the land in the rainforest.  

• Consider the opinions, beliefs and needs of other people. 

We will learn the similarities / differences / connections between 

(conceptual knowledge): 

• Similarities and differences about life in other countries.  

• How we can learn by mistakes made in the past.  

• How we can reflect on what we have done and decide on what we might change 

or do differently. 

We will understand that: We can have a positive and negative impact on our 

planet. That the Rainforests are crucial areas for many reasons. That people must 

respect opinions of others and seek compromises. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Character: What ‘Learner Values’ will we explore? 

How? Being Caring:  By addressing real world problems and debating the 

various points of view involved. By learning to compromise and care for our planet and 

understand the impact humans have on the planet.  

What significant people will we learn about? 

World Land Trust /Rainforest Farmers 

Catalyst: What’s the story that will ‘hook’ the children into the learning 

theme and energise the inquiry? 

People (Who is in a mess or a muddle? Who else might have different points of 

view on the situation?) 

• The chosen charity wants the children’s help as young problem solvers to help protect some land that 

has become available. There are 4 interested parties: sloth sanctuary, hotel, villagers, and cacao farm.  

Place (Where and when does this take place? How does the setting and time 

create opportunities for learning?) 

• Rainforest close to the equator next to the land the school purchased last year. 

• Opportunities to learn about habitats of the rainforest, local habitats, life in a non-European country.   

• Learn the different layers of the rainforest – creating a diorama.  

• On the school grounds (linking to Geography about local area/school) 

• Recap of the 7 continents, 5 oceans, identification of the equator and rainforests.  

Problem (What is the mess or muddle? Where are tensions, complications, and 

difficulties?) 

• The chosen charity wants the children’s help as young problem solvers to help protect some land that 

has become available. There are 4 interested parties: sloth sanctuary, hotel, villagers, and cacao farm.  

• Children will look at the positive and negative impacts of humans on the planet.  

• Who should be granted ownership of the 20 acres of land? What is the impact- immediate/long-term- 

of each? 

Possibilities (What are the solutions? How do those solutions drive possibilities 

for curriculum coverage?) 

• Children will recap continents, oceans and learn to identify where the equator is and the main 

rainforests.  

• The four parties will be able to reach a mutually beneficial compromise. 

Connectedness: How does this inquiry link 

to other learning, in the past or yet to 

come?  How does it link to core subjects?  

Connections to previous and future learning: 

• Link to work on basic habitats, identification of 7 continents, 5 

oceans, animal classification, how to care for the planet.  

Connections to core learning: 

• Science- how to look after the environment, equator, 

habitats.  

 

• Maths- statistics, measuring an acre – charity link.  

• Literacy – writing a non-chronological 

report/debating/persuasive writing/points of view 

 

• Geography – Looking at a local area, school area, 

recapping 7 continents, 5 oceans, location of equator, 

location of rainforests. Finding S. America, Brazil on a 

map/globe. Impact of humans on a place over time. 

 

 

• Art – creating a diorama of the different layers of the 

rainforests. Painting the layers and using modelling to 

make 3D elements, natural objects.  

 

• PHSE, RSE – caring for the planet/understanding the 

impact humans have on the planet/empathy/change 

compromise/reflective/ believing we can make a 

positive difference. 

 

• DT- Children to make a diorama of the different layers 

of the rainforests.   

 

Compassion: What opportunities are there to teach compassion? 

• Learning about how we reflect on our own opinions, changing them or making compromises to suit a 

wider audience.  

• Empathy for people living differently to us- e.g Rainforest farmer. 

• Learning about how we can better care for the planet and look after habitats.  

Culture & Community: Where are the links to local / 

national / international expertise and resources? 

(Including offsite visits):  

Exploring the internet including live rainforest webcams. Looking at 

habitats in our local school environment.  

Where are the links to our ’50 things to do before 

you leave Rec Road’?  

Taking part in a debate/vote. Choosing the school charity.  

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary that all children should learn: 

• Habitat/ Compromise/ Environment/Opinion/Reflect/Rainforest/Layers/ Debate/ Point of 

view/ Empathy. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Being Curious 
We’re Curious 

We Use What We Know 
We Ask Questions 

(And It Matters To Us) 
 
 
 
 
 

Exploring 
We Plan 

We Investigate 
We Record 

Making Sense & 
Meaning 
We Collect 

We Evaluate 
We Organise 

 
 

Creating & Sharing 
We Select 
We Create 
We Share 

 

 

 

 

Reflecting 
What Have We Learnt? 

Even Better If? 
What Now? 

Inquiry Launch 
 

How will you launch the inquiry, 
so the children are curious, share 

their prior learning and care 
about the context? 

 

Discussing with the children what 
they understand by the word 
charity. Children will look at a 

range of charities and will vote 
for their favourite one.  

We will look at the world land 
trust who will be our learner 

value champion for the half term.  
 

Children will receive a 
notification from the WLT to ask 

for their help. 
 

What will you use as your key 
inquiry stimuli? 

 
We begin reading ‘The Great 
Kapok Tree’ as our whole class 
reading sessions over two weeks. 
This includes writing a page from 
the perspective of one of the 
rainforest animals – the monkeys. 
 

We will also have located 
rainforests on maps and the 
globe. The work this half term 
will support our chosen charity -
The World Land Trust. 

How will you introduce the 
children to how their learning 

will be presented? What will you 
decide / what can they decide? 

 
Children will as a class decide how to share 
out the 20 acres of land, they will create a 

diorama of a habitat to show their 
understanding.  

 
What do you see as the key lines 
of inquiry that the children will 

need to explore? 
 

Animals that live in rainforest habitats, 
layers of the rainforest, the impact of 

humans on the planet, deforestation, food 
chain disruption.  

 
Children can decide having thought about 
the various points of view, what they feel 

the best solution would be. 

 
What resources will they / you 

need? 
• Shoe boxes 

• KUW Books 

• The Great Kapok Tree 

• Information about each of the 4 
parties.  

• Continuous provision challenges to 
go with the inquiry.  

• Art/DT resources.  

 
What opportunities will there be 

for collaboration? 
 

Collaborative discussions about the 
environmental impacts.  

 
Work together on the viewpoints of the 

animals from ‘The Great Kapok Tree’ 

 
 
 
 
 

What will you do to help the 
children:  

collect information; 
 evaluate its worth; 

organise it into a useful form? 
 

Information:  

• World Land Trust Booklet and 
website.  
 

• Rainforest habitat books.  
 

• Use the internet for research.  
 

• Use the internet, books, 
experts, online webcam visit 
to the Rainforest. 
 

• Have class discussions and 
reflection times. 
 

• Look at world map, globes 
 

• Identify equator.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Presentation of Learning 
 

What learning product(s) will the 
children create that will lead 

them to tackle the key inquiry 
question? 

 
Children will be looking at the 

different interested parties, they will 
design the sloth sanctuary and hotel 

to decide how best they could be 
opened to help use the land in the 

best way.  

 
How will the learning product(s) 
be presented to others? 

 
End of inquiry debate with the whole 
of Year 2 to listen to other points of 
views and to come to a compromise.  
Children will able create a diorama of 
the different layers of the rainforests. 

 
Who will their audience(s) be? 
 
Class/Year group/Class adults 

 
How will the children be actively 
involved in presenting their 
learning? 
 
Classes nominate a team within their 
class to speak to the rest of the year 
group about how they feel the land 

situation should be resolved. Classes 
can decide how to present this – 
could be a poster, maps, etc.  To 

listen to each other’s opinions 
discussing what they had to 

change/compromise on. 
 

 
 

How will the children gain 
meaningful feedback? 

 
Children can ask questions about 

each other’s different opinions and 
ask about choice they have made.  

 
What will you do to help them to 

reflect on what they did well? 
 

Children will write up what they 
thought before the debate and then 

write about if their opinion has 
changed afterwards.  

 
What will you do to help them 
reflect on what they could do 

better in future? 

 
How the local area can be used for 
both wildlife and humans.  
 
Discuss- have we learned to think 
about ethical and moral 
considerations? 
 
A better understanding of the human 
impact on the planet and how we can 
be more considerate of our choices 
and how these can effect animals 
habitats.  

 
 
 
 


