
 

  

Year 2 (Spring Term 1, 2022) 

Key Inquiry Question: 

Could dinosaurs be reintroduced into today’s society? 

Coherence: What theme have we chosen to bring the 

curriculum and ‘Learner Values’ together? Chn find 

dinosaur bones and write a newspaper report, Mary Anning’s 

ancestors respond and ask us to be problem solvers. Children to think 

creatively and work collaboratively to see if dinosaurs could exist 

today.  

Things that make this theme interesting to our children: 

• Dinosaurs, DNA, discoveries, design.  

Credibility: What will we learn? 

We will know that (factual knowledge): 

• People can have ideas which benefit many others. 

• Animals, people, plants, and dinosaurs have basic needs for 

survival. 

• Other people may not have the same lifestyle as ourselves. 

• What is alive, dead, and never alive – Dinosaur timeline.  

• Who Mary Anning was and her important role in discovering 

dinosaur fossils.  

We will know how to (procedural knowledge): 

• Looking at the design process – design, evaluate, re-design.  

• Care well for a range of different animals. 

• Creative process in different mediums: Art, DT and Music.  

• Be resilient, reflective, and creative in our approach to 

overcoming challenges. 

• Writing non-fiction texts around Dinosaur Fact files and 

Newspaper reports. 

• Structure of a story: beginning, middle, end – comic strip.  

We will learn the similarities / differences / connections 

between (conceptual knowledge): 

• Our way of life and how things may change in the future 

• That one person can have a big and lasting impact on many 

others.  

• How humans as a species can have a positive and negative 

impact on the environment and habitats.  

We will understand that: All living organisms are connected, 

and that biodiversity is crucial. That the impact that humans have 

on the planet is significant and can be positive and negative.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Character: What ‘Learner Values’ will we explore? How? : 

Being creative, caring, problem solving.  

Thinking creatively about how we can design a habitat to suit new dinosaurs 

into our present world. This process will also incorporate being collaborative 

by working in teams.  These teams will also explore working together to 

create and compose a piece of music to represent the dinosaur they are 

learning about. As a class we will work as reporters and problem solvers to 

identify how dinosaurs could be successfully reintroduced to earth.  

What significant people will we learn about? 

Mary Anning – A Victorian amateur paleontologist who was 

important in uncovering an Ichthyosaur.  

Grandma Moses – Art techniques and enjoyment through being 

creative, no matter age or ability.  

Catalyst: What’s the story that will ‘hook’ the children into the learning 

theme and energise the inquiry? 

People (Who is in a mess or a muddle? Who else might have different points of 

view on the situation?) 

•  We are applying to be future island planners who want dinosaurs and humans to live 

in harmony. Some people may protest as they might think this is too dangerous and 

could cause harm to other animals.  

Place (Where and when does this take place? How does the setting and time 

create opportunities for learning?) 

• Present day but looking into the future and the desire to want a more peaceful world 

for humans and animals.   

Problem (What is the mess or muddle? Where are tensions, complications and 

difficulties?) 

• Need to find a way for humans, plants and dinosaurs to live cohesively without 

danger. Look into which species of dinosaurs could live together, do they need to be 

established separately on islands before being mixed? 

Possibilities (What are the solutions? How do those solutions drive possibilities 

for curriculum coverage?) 

• Designing a city on different levels i.e. dinosaurs on the floor, people living in sky 

scrapers above. Do the dinosaurs need to live separately on islands to be researched? 

Discussions about which dinosaurs would be alright to have living with us and which 

ones would not i.e. T-REX would have a negative impact as could eat currently 

endangered species.  

Connectivity: How does this inquiry link to other 

learning, in the past or yet to come?  How does it 

link to core subjects?  

Connections to previous and future learning: 

• Grandma Moses (Creative) 

• Habitats/Food Chains 

• World Land Trust (School chosen charity) 

Connections to core learning: 

• Science- what animals including humans need to survive, animal 

habitats. Good hygiene. Food chains.  

• Music – composing our own carnival of dinosaurs 

• Literacy – writing a newspaper report (features of a non-fiction 

text), bullet points, fact file, non-fiction texts, Story writing: 

creating a comic strip about dinosaurs to share with EYFS.  

• Geography – humans impact on the environment and habitats 

both negative and positive.  

• Art –collaborative drawings, collective collage, collective 

sculpture. 

• PHSE, RSE – caring for others, feeling proud of our achievements, 

believing we can make a positive difference.  

• History – timelines, placing Mary Anning on a timeline, dinosaurs.  

• DT- designing a new city scape/island for dinosaurs and humans 

can design, using junk modelling.  

Compassion: What opportunities are there to teach compassion? 

• Valuing all life forms including plants and past life forms (science: dead, alive, never 

alive) 

• Mary Anning (Little People, Big Dreams), Iggy Peg Architect, A Girl and the Dinosaur.  

• Looking forward at future generations.  

• Thinking about how different species might be affected by change.  

Culture & Community: Where are the links to local / 

national / international expertise and resources? 

(Including offsite visits) 

Mary Anning, Dippy on Tour, Natural History Museum: Activity 4: 

Longest bone (nhm.ac.uk) 

Where are the links to our ’50 things to do before you 

leave Rec Road’? 

See what a million looks like, handle object 100 years old.  

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary that all children should learn: Dinosaurs, paleontology, responsibility, food chain, habitat, equality, creativity, impact, 

design, herbivore, carnivore, omnivore, evaluate, materials, compose, collaborate. 

https://www.nhm.ac.uk/content/dam/nhmwww/take-part/dippy-on-tour/resources/dinosaurs-and-birds-learning-resource-longest-bone.pdf
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/content/dam/nhmwww/take-part/dippy-on-tour/resources/dinosaurs-and-birds-learning-resource-longest-bone.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

Being Curious 
We’re Curious 

We Use What We Know 
We Ask Questions 

(And It Matters To Us) 
 
 
 
 
 

Exploring 
We Plan 

We Investigate 
We Record 

Making Sense & 
Meaning 
We Collect 

We Evaluate 
We Organise 

 
 

Creating & Sharing 
We Select 
We Create 
We Share 

 

 

 

 

Reflecting 
What Have We Learnt? 

Even Better If? 
What Now? 

Inquiry Launch 
 

How will you launch the inquiry, 
so the children are curious, share 

their prior learning and care 
about the context? 

 
What will you use as your key 

inquiry stimuli? 
 

Children to find dinosaur 
skeleton and DNA in sand pit – 

children to write newspaper 
report about what they have 

discovered.  
 

Pupils to receive letter from Mary 
Anning ancestors who want them 

to help a group of scientists: 
Introduce the news article: 
Dinosaur DNA Discovery.  

 
What do we know about dinosaurs? 
 
Why did dinosaurs die out originally, 
what traces are still left to this day?  
 
Why do other species become 
extinct? 
 
What would happen if dinosaurs 
existed in the current world? 
 
Chn to respond to the job ad? 

 
 
 
 

What will you do to help the 
children:  

collect information; 
 evaluate its worth; 

organise it into a useful form? 
 

Research 3 different dinosaurs:  
(suggested) 
T-rex 
Diplodocus 
Leaellynasaura 
(lee – ellen- a – sora) 
 
Looking at buildings, architecture, 
planning communal spaces. Look 
at PP of current utopian style 
architecture such as Duxton, 
Singapore, Eden Project – UK.  
 
Use drama strategies: 
Hot seating 
Freeze framing 
Human sculptures 
Collective drawings 
Debate 
Collective sculpture/drawing 
Videoing – what have we seen? 
Found out? 
 
Have class discussions and 
reflection times 
 
Final design and 3D replication of 
Utopian city/island 
 
Pupils to share designs in groups 
and as Year group exhibit.  

 
 

Presentation of Learning 
 

What learning product(s) will the 
children create that will lead 

them to tackle the key inquiry 
question? 

 
City/island designs, dinosaur fact files, 
newspaper report, non-chronological 
report – Mary Anning, habitats, and 

food chain examples.  

 
 

How will the learning product(s) 
be presented to others? 

 
Final design and 3D replication of 
Utopian city/island. 
Year 2 Dino Exhibition – parents? 
Composed music in groups. 
 

 
Who will their audience(s) be? 

 
New city population. 

Year 2 classes / staff / parents 
and professional architect. 

  
How will the children be actively 

involved in presenting their 
learning? 

 
Collective drawings 
Collection of topic words around 
the classroom 
Model making and captions 
Music- carnival of the dinosaurs 
 
 
 
 

 

How will the children gain 
meaningful feedback? 

 
Peer group feedback between 

classes. Professional Architect to 
evaluate our designs and ideas.  

 
What will you do to help them to 

reflect on what they did well? 
 

Peer group feedback  
Evaluate – what would they do 
differently? 

 
What will you do to help them 
reflect on what they could do 

better in future? 
 

• Self-evaluation about their 
designs, after peer group 
feedback.  

• Learn to give constructive 
feedback through 
discussion:  

• I like how you did this, it 
would be even better if… 

 

How will you introduce the children 
to how their learning will be 

presented? What will you decide / 
what can they decide? 

 
Creating a Utopian city/island which 
accounts for the needs of all species. 
Drawn design and junk modelled 3D 
landscape.  

 
What do you see as the key lines of 

inquiry that the children will need to 
explore? 

 
• Different types of dinosaurs, 

distinguishing between herbivores, 
omnivores, and carnivores.  

• Looking into animal habitats and 
food chains. 

• The risks and benefits to 
reintroduction.  

• Sharing land and resources equally? 

• How humans and dinosaurs can 
survive together? 

• Negative and positive impacts of 
humans on the environment.  

 
What resources will they / you need? 

 
• Different types of dinosaurs 

• Junk Modelling Resources 

• Non-fiction Dinosaur books.  

• Andy’s Dinosaur Adventures (iPlayer) 

• Mary Anning book 

• Letter/Newspaper front page/Job 
Ad.  

• Natural History Museum Resources 

  
What opportunities will there be for 

creativity? 
• Classroom sculpture of the city – 

created as a class using classroom 
equipment. 

• Collective drawings of the city 

• Create a class list of agreed rules 
that the city needs to include.  

• Debate whether it is a good idea to 
let dinosaurs live with us.  

 
 

 


