
 

  

Culture & Community: Where are the links to local 

/ national / international expertise and resources? 

(Including offsite visits) 

Learning about successful women 

Using the experiences of Tim Peakes and his time on the 

International Space Station 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary that all children should learn: 

• Resilience, Space, solar system, planets, space travel, International Space Station, NASA, non-fiction, research, non – chronological  

Coherence: What theme have we chosen to bring the 

curriculum and ‘Learner Values’ together? 

• A space drama where a baby alien has landed on earth 

by mistake and needs to be returned home. 

Things that make this theme interesting to our children: 

• Researching space and space travel 

• using drama techniques to build up empathy for a lost 

alien and creating a secret plan to return it home 

Credibility: What will we learn? 

We will know that (factual knowledge): 

• We will learn about the life and achievements of Katherine 

Johnson 

• We will learn about the role of the International Space Station 

and research the experiences of Tim Peake 

• We will learn about the solar system and related planets 

We will know how to (procedural knowledge): 

• Gather information from a rage of sources 

• Record and share information 

• Explore empathy and resilience and team work through drama 

and inquiry strategies 

We will learn the similarities / differences / connections 

between (conceptual knowledge): 

• Planets in our solar system 

• People and systems that are involved in Space research and 

travel 

We will understand that: 

• Resilience and team work are essential  

• There are times in our lives when we might need to be 

resilient when things go wrong – link to the lost alien 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Catalyst: What’s the story that will ‘hook’ the children into the 

learning theme and energise the inquiry? 

People  

•  A lost baby alien who has landed on earth by mistake 

Place (Where and when does this take place? How does the setting and time 

create opportunities for learning?) 

• The baby alien has landed in Norwich and has been found by a secret agency 

Problem (What is the mess or muddle? Where are tensions, complications and 

difficulties?) 

• The alien needs to get back home before other scientists find out about his 

existence and use him for space research 

•     Why did he crash land? Where has he come from? How do we keep him 

safe? How do we transport him back home? How do we keep it a secret? 

Possibilities (What are the solutions? How do those solutions drive possibilities 

for curriculum coverage?) 

• Collaboration with the International Space station 

• Design and carry out a successful plan to return the lost alien 

Year 1 (Spring 2 Term) 

Key Inquiry Question: 

Key year group concept: Resilient 

Katherine Johnson 

Compassion: What opportunities are there to teach compassion? 

• Looking after and caring for the lost alien 

• Getting him back home quickly, safely and in secret 

Character: What ‘Learner Values’ will we explore? How? 

Being Creative.  

What significant people will we learn about? 

Katherine Johnson, Tim Peake, the alien in our drama/inquiry 

Connectedness: How does this inquiry link to other 

learning, in the past or yet to come?  How does it 

link to core subjects?  

Connections to previous and future learning: 

• Using the children’s own knowledge and interest in space and 

space travel 

• Using their skills at research and collecting data 

• Using the children’s ability for being caring and empathic 

Connections to core learning: 

• DT – modelling and designing 

• Writing – fact files, non-chronological writing,  letters/emails – 

persuasive language, labelling, instructional writing, retelling 

• Speaking and listening – decision alley, persuasive language, 

reassuring and emphatic language 

• Art – space pictures – what can you see? 

• RSE – emotions and empathy 

• History – learning about the lives and work of Katherine Johnson 

and Tim Peakes, NASA and space travel, creating time lines of 

events, looking at the progression of technology 

• Geography- mapping and directions 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Being Curious 
We’re Curious 

We Use What We Know 
We Ask Questions 

(And It Matters To Us) 
 
 
 
 
 

Exploring 
We Plan 

We Investigate 
We Record 

Making Sense & 
Meaning 
We Collect 

We Evaluate 
We Organise 

 
 

Creating & Sharing 
We Select 
We Create 
We Share 

 

 

 

 

Reflecting 
What Have We Learnt? 

Even Better If? 
What Now? 

Inquiry Launch 
 

How will you launch the inquiry, 
so the children are curious, share 

their prior learning and care 
about the context? 

 
What will you use as your key 

inquiry stimuli? 
 

What do we already know about 
Space? What would we like to 

find out? 
 

Front loading. 
 

We are a Problem Solving Team. 
A lost baby alien has been found 

with part of his broken space 
ship. 

How are we going to keep the 
alien a secret, keep it safe and 

then return it back home? 
 

How will you introduce the 
children to how their learning 

will be presented? What will you 
decide / what can they decide? 

 
 
 

What do you see as the key lines 
of inquiry that the children will 

need to explore? 
 
 
 

What resources will they  / you 
need? 

 
 
 

What opportunities will there be 
for collaboration? 

 
What might have happened? 

How did the alien land on earth? 
Where might he be from? 

How can we keep him safe? 
Devise a plan to get him back 

home. 
Liaise with the International 

Space Station. 
 

Using drama strategies work 
collaboratively to create a 

scenario and a plan to return the 
alien 

 

 
 
 
 
 

What will you do to help the 
children:  

collect information; 
 evaluate its worth; 

organise it into a useful form? 
 

Information will be collected 
through: 
Class discussions  
Fiction and non-fiction 
PowerPoints and videos 
Research from Tim Peakes ad 
Katherine Johnson 
 
Make a class non – fiction book 
about space 
Have collective drawings with 
labels 
Devise maps 
Write emails 
Create a plan and write 
instructions 

 
 
 

Presentation of Learning 
 

What learning product(s) will the 
children create that will lead 

them to tackle the key inquiry 
question? 

 
 
 

How will the learning product(s) 
be presented to others? 

 
 
 

Who will their audience(s) be? 
 
 

How will the children be actively 
involved in presenting their 

learning? 
 

Our learning and finding out will 
be presented to NORD – Norwich 
Outer Space Department through 
emails and instructional writing 
and plans. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

How will the children gain 
meaningful feedback ? 

 
What will you do to help them to 

reflect on what they did well? 
 

What will you do to help them 
reflect on what they could do 

better in future? 

 
Did the plan to get the alien 
home safely work? 
Could we have devised it better? 
How? 


